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1 Introduction

Thank you for trying Ration-it. If you are reading this, it’'s probably because you
know how frustrating it can be trying to limit the amount of time your child spends on
the computer each day. Perhaps you find it difficult getting them to log off, with an
argument or conflict being the result.

The purpose of Ration-it isto apply alimit on the time your child can use the
computer for each day. When their time has been used up, they are automatically
logged off (after a couple of warnings to give them time to save their work or game).

The theory is that children are more likely to accept a limit imposed by the computer
rather than a parent — you can't argue with the computer!

2 Installation

Ration-it works on Windows XP Home, Windows X P Professional and
Windows 2000.

NOTE: Installation should be performed when you arelogged on as an
administrator or owner —ideally your children should be given their
own usernames. Each Windows user should have a password.

After downloading the Ration-it-1nstall.exe program you should launch it — this
installs Ration-it on your computer.

If you see a message like this:

Open File - Security Warning i 1[

The publisher could not be verified. Are you sure you want to
run this software?

e Mame: Ration-it-Install exe
| Publisher:  Unknown Publisher
Type: Application

From: [u\Downloads

Rur | Cancel I

W &lways ask before opening this file

publizher. *'ou should only run software from publizhers you tust.

@ Thisz file does nat have a walid digital signature that verifies its
How can | decide what software to un?

Click the “Run” button if you are sure that you downloaded the file from a well-
known website such as www.rationit.com, www.tucows.com or www.download.com
(If in doubt, download the program from www.rationit.com).
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Y ou should then see a screen like this:

RIS

Welcome to the Ration-it 1.0.0
Setup Wizard

This wizard will guide vou through the installation of Ration-it

It is recommended that vou close all other applications
before starting Setup. This will make it possible to update
relevant system files without having to reboot your
computer,

Click Mext ko continue,

Mext = I Cancel

Click the Next button. Y ou will then see this screen:

sl

Licensze Agreement -
Please review the license terms before instaling Ration-it 1.0.0. { 9 i}

Press Page Down to see the rest of the agreement,

Copyright (C) 2004-2005 Objenix Limited
This license applies to everything in the Ration-it package, except where otherwise noted,

This sofbware is provided 'as-is', without any express or implied warranty, In no event will
the authors be held liable For any damages arising from the use of this software,

If vou accept the terms of the agreement, click the check box below, You must accept the
agreement to install Ration-it 1.0.0. Click Install to start the installation.

¥ 1 accept the terms in the License Agreement

Tullsoft: Install Systerm vz, 05

= Back I Install I Cancel

Click the check-box to accept the Licence Agreement and then click Install. You
should see this screen:

6r : ] =10l x|

Completing the Ration-it 1.0.0 Setup
Wizard

Ration-it 1.0.0 has been installed on vour computer,

Click Finish o close this wizard.

W Run Ration-it 1.0.0

= Bach I Finish I Cancel
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If you want to run Ration-it straight away, click Finish, otherwise un-check the “Run
Ration-it 1.0.0” checkbox and click “Finish”.

After a successful ingtallation you will find a new item on your Programs menu called
“Ration-it”. There are three icons:

B & Rationvit
FEF Uninstal

@ wWebsite
S .

Ration-it launches the Ration-it program (thisis not normally required since
it starts automatically when a user logs on).

Uningtall removes Ration-it from your computer and removes your licence
Websteisalink that opens the www.rationit.com website in your browser

This program menu is available only to the user who installed Ration-it.

In addition, a Windows Startup item is created that causes Ration-it to be started
whenever a user logs on. However, by default Ration-it is disabled for each user until
you explicitly enable it (see the Configuring Ration-it ... section below).

NOTE: After installing Ration-it, theinitial admin password is set
to “password”. This can be changed in the admin dialog (see
below).

'3 Activating your licence

Software piracy is abig problem, so we have introduced a product activation
procedure to make life hard for the pirates. This does mean that you will need to take
afew moments activating your copy of Ration-it. We apologise for asking you to
perform this extra step, but protecting our interests will allow usto invest more in the
future development of Ration-it.

When Ration-it first runsit is not yet activated. You will see a screen like this:

Ration-it needs to be activated n

Enter your licence key [az supplied ||
when you purchazed R ation-it]

Fequest a challenge code  Show challenge code |

Wigit http: / Avnany rationit comAactivation and enter your licence key and challenge code as above

Enter the activation code exactly az shown on the web page |

Evaluate in demo mode [ho key required) | Activate | Cancel
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If you have not yet purchased a licence, click the “Evaluate in demo mode...” button.
This allows Ration-it to run but with the following restrictions:

The admin password cannot be changed
The number of minutes per day cannot be greater than 10
The number of minutes remaining cannot be changed to a value greater than 5

If you have purchased a licence, you will have been given a licence key in the email
you received — e.g.

Thank you for purchasing Ration-it. Your licence key is

AB56- 3724- 07BE- FEES

1. Carefully copy thiskey into the field where it says “Enter your licence key...”

2. Click the button called “Show challenge code” — this will display a code that
you will need in a moment

3. Do NOT close the Ration-it activation dialog

4. Using your web browser, visit http://www.rationit.com/activation

5. Copy the licence key and challenge code into the appropriate fields on the web

page

Enter your email address and click the “Request activation code” button.

Copy the resulting activation code into the Ration-it activation dialog and

click the “Activate” button.

N o

NB: In Windowsyou can copy text by selecting it and pressng Ctrl-C — paste
using Ctrl-V

All being well, your copy of Ration-it will now be activated. If you have any
problems, repeat the steps above very carefully — if you till have problems, send an
emall to support@rationit.com - send a copy of the email you received when you
purchased the licence.

If you have been running in demo mode and subsequently purchase alicence,
shutdown Ration-it and restart it — the activation dialog will be displayed.

4 Uninistalling Ration-it

Should you need to remove Ration-it for any reason, first login to the admin page and
click the “Shutdown rationit” button. Then use the Windows Start menu to run “Start
=> Programs => Ration-it => Uninstall”.
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5 Using Ration-it

When you have just installed Ration-it (and activated it or selected demo mode) the
opening dialog is displayed like this (this example is demo mode):

- ~ To change the time remaining
Ratl 0 n - It and other settings, enter your
password and click the Login
button
Status

Fiation-it iz dizabled.

Ration-it icence haz not been activated.
Operating in demao made [maxirmum 10 minutes per day]

Password [N

If you click the “Close” button you will see anicon in the system tray like this:

Clicking on this icon restores the Ration-it dialog.

Y ou will also find that holding the mouse pointer over the icon in the system tray
(without clicking it) will show the current time remaining, like this:

Meale, 5 minukes remaining

6N an B L R 0939
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6 Configuring Ration-it for each
Windows user

Ration-it will be run for each separate Windows user, each with their own settings.
However, the default isfor it to be disabled so, for each user (your children, for
example) that you want to be rationed, do the following:

1. Bring up the Ration-it main dialog by clicking the icon in the system tray

- - x To change the time remaining
Rat 0 n t p and other settings, enter your
I -I password and click the Login
]

utton
Status

Ration-it is dizabled.

Ration-it iz registered - licence key = CBEE-2158-3709-45F2

2. Enter your password (the same admin password applies for all users - the
initial password is “password”) and click the “Login” button — you will be

shown the admin dialog:
Rationlt administration E
‘When time haz run out Ration settings
Logoff current uger % Minutes sllowed per day 120
Shutdovin computer € Minutes remaining for today | 120
Username |Meale Enable Fation-it for this Lser [
Shutdawn B ationlt ‘ Change password | kK | Cancel

3. Edit the values as follows;

Minutes allowed per day — thisis the number of minutes the user will be
allowed per day. The “Minutes remaining...” is reset to this value at midnight.
Minutesremaining for today — thisis the number of minutes remaining for
this user for today only — you can adjust this value to allow more or less
minutes for today. The valueis reset to the value of “Minutes allowed per

day” at midnight.

Enable Ration-it for thisuser —tick the checkbox if you want Ration-it to be
used for this Windows user

When time hasrun out — select the option you prefer — either to logoff the
user or completely shutdown the computer
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When you are happy with the settings, click the “OK” button to save them.
Clicking “Cancel” will close the dialog without saving any changes. Likewise,
clicking “ Shutdown Rationlt” will not save any changes.

4. Change password — click thisif you want to change the password used to
access the admin dialog. DO NOT FORGET Y OUR NEW PASSWORD!

Change password E

xxxxxxxxxxxx

0ld pazsword |

xxxxxxxx

Mew pazsword |

xxxxxxxx

Repeat new pazzward |

ak. | Caticel |

5. Shutdown Ration-it — clicking this button shuts down the Ration-it program
for this session only. However, it will be re-run when the current user logs off
and then on again. If you want to uninstall Ration-it you must first shut it
down as described here.

7 Ration-it from your child’s
perspective

The whole point of Ration-it isto alow you child afair anount of time on the
computer. When their time is running out, with only 5 minutes remaining, the
following dialog is displayed on top of whatever else they may be doing.

= = To change the time remaining
Rat 0 n t x p and other settings, enter your
I -I password and click the Login

button
Status

WEARMINGIN Yau have just 5 minutes remaining befare pau will be logged off

Ration-it is registered - licence key = CBEE-2153-3709-45F2

Password [N

This gives them ample time to finish what they are doing and logoff for themselves.
Clicking the “Close” button causes the dialog to be hidden. However, if they still
haven't logged off with just one minute remaining, another dialog is displayed:
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= = To change the time remaining
Rat 0 n t x p and other settings, enter your
I -I password and click the Login
button
Status

PANICH *au have anly 1 minutes remaining - please lag off now

Ration-it is registered - licence key = CBEE-2153-3709-45F2

Password [N

Again, your child has time to logoff. If they haven't logged off after the final minute

has elapsed, they will be forcibly logged off (or the system shuts down if that option
was selected).

8 How your child can manage his/her
computer time

Y ou should explain to your child that each day they can spend up to the maximum
number of minutes you have alowed. They should be aware that the clock is counting
down all the time they are logged on. Because of the way windows works, the clock
continues to count down even if you have done a“switch user” under Windows (i.e.
Start => Logoff => Switch User). However, if your child logs off properly (Start =>
Logoff => Logoff), the clock stops and only continues when your child logs back on.
In thisway they can choose to divide their time into several shorter sessions.

\9 When time has completely run out

If your child’s time has completely run out, Ration-it allows a one minute grace
period during which you can login to your child’s account and then login to the
Ration-it admin page to make changes (for example to give your child some extra
minutes — for good behaviour or to finish some homework perhaps).

10 Support

If you have any problems, please contact Customer Support at support@rationit.com
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